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July 12, 1907 978 

MEXICO. 

Report from Coatzacoalcos — Data relative to campaign against yellow 
fever pursued at Coatzacoalcos and other towns comprised in the coun- 
ties of Acayucan and Minatitlan, Veracruz, Mexico. 

The following is received from Doctor Martinez, in charge of meas- 
ures against yellow fever, under date of June — , 1907: 

It was not until January 1, 1905, that Dr. Felipe A. Gutierrez, with 
a corps of experts and employees, established in a regular manner the 
service for the extermination of the disease in this port and surround- 
ing towns. 

The complete extinction is shown bj' the fact that since September 
8, 1905, Tvhen the last case occurred, there has not been another recorded. 

To attain this satisfactory result, the following measures have been 
and are being employed: 

First. Daily domiciliary visits throughout the city by the sanitary 
agents to ascertain the sanitary condition of the inhabitants. 

Second. The immediate isolation of any yellow fever cases or sus- 
pects in the pesthouse, situated on the opposite bank of the river, 
which is in perfect condition for this object, covered with screens 
and supplied with all necessaries. 

Third. The immediate fumigation with sulphur of the house occu- 
pied by the sick person or suspect, as well as neighboring houses, and 
very frequently the whole block. The house is covered with linen 
cloth to prevent the escape of mosquitoes and the smoke produced by 
the sulphur, which is burnt in the proportion of 40 grams to the cubic 
meter. 

Fourth. The extinction of mosquitoes (Stegomyia), transmitters of 
the fever, by spreading petroleum over the deposits of water and holes 
in the streets, etc. , which contain the germs, in which operation 450 
gallons of crude petroleum are employed monthly. 

Fifth. As a precautionary measure a sanitary inspection service is 
maintained on all passenger trains on the Tehuantepec National Rail- 
way by two employees of the service. At the same time the marine 
route and connections are watched by the service in the port. 

Sixth. All passenger trains which arrive are fumigated with sul- 
phur, the proportion used being 40 grams to the cubic meter, to 
prevent the possible invasion of any infected mosquitoes. 

The result of the practice of these measures has been as follows: 



Cases of yellow fever ...... 

Deaths from yellow fever . 



1904. 



150 

45 



1905. 



1906. 



The service is carried out with the same energy as if yellow fever 
actually existed. The complete absence of mosquitoes is observed. 
This is due to the spreading of petroleum. 

Yellow fever has not existed in this port or neighborhood since 
September, 1905. 



